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artist profile

Natasha’s drawing Golden Beetroot 
and Purple Carrot has been made 
into a print, available exclusively to 
gardens illustrated readers. 
See page 113 for details.

From her cottage in rural Somerset, Natasha Clutterbuck 
uses free-flowing charcoal lines and natural pigments  

to give her vegetable sketches a sense of vitality
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Earthy delights
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       n the midst of Somerset in the village of Stanton Drew, famed for its Neolithic standing 

stone circle, artist Natasha Clutterbuck returns home arms full of vegetables; carrots with their 

leafy tops, fat leeks, architectural sprout trees and strings of onions. This locally grown and 

often freshly harvested produce will make it to the kitchen – but all in good time. First of all she 

takes them to her studio and sets the vegetables out around the tables and shelves. “I got this,” 

she says pointing to a huge plump orange pumpkin, “from a local agricultural show. It won 

second prize for the largest pumpkin. Now it’s one of my prize models.”

Having studied ceramics at the University of the West of England, Natasha started out 

creating a range of pieces with an earthy, tactile appeal to them. Decorated with flowers and 

leaves, it was the shape or the nature of the plant itself that dictated the form of the piece.

However, it was after a stint teaching art to friends and neighbours in the local village hall – 

encouraging a spontaneous artistic response to objects – that she returned to drawing and 

sketching. “I like the directness and rawness of drawing. There’s an honesty to it.” At the same 

time, the village was working hard on their newly established allotments and Natasha would 

often find proudly grown gifts left on her doorstep such as carrots, beetroot, bunches of flowers 

and gourds. “My immediate reaction was that I wanted to draw them.” 

The earthiness evident in Natasha’s ceramics can be seen in her drawings. Working large-

scale, often on tea-stained art paper to give a warm, almost antiqued feel, she draws mainly in 

charcoal using quick lines, sometimes thin, sometime really dense – “Willow charcoal is 

wonderfully responsive” – to sketch her vegetable shapes. Then she might add colour. “I 

experimented with natural juices, beetroot for example, but a lot of those colours are fugitive 

[purple beetroot juice fades to blue], so now I try to recreate those tones using natural pigments 

and minerals. I often use the soil itself left clinging to the veg.”

Three years ago a neighbour asked Natasha to display some of her art in the local pub and it 

was there that Sarah Mead of Yeo Valley (the family-run dairy company) spotted her work and 

commissioned her to paint a mural for their newly created ‘HQ’ in Somerset (home of Yeo 

Valley family farm and events centre). Working over four days on a specially constructed 

platform, Natasha created a huge pumpkin scene over four metres long. “I love the shapes of 

trailing leaves, the bright yellow trumpet flowers and the rounded orange pumpkins.” It’s a 

scene brought indoors from the farm’s organic garden, where Natasha has spent time observing 

and drawing the vegetables and flowers she sees. 

Back in her studio, Natasha has just finished a new, seasonally inspired image. “I’ve bunched 

together golden beetroot and purple carrots.” The vegetables do indeed have that just-pulled 

appearance, reconnecting us with the process of growing, as well as of eating – which is where 

the vegetables go next. It’s just as well that her husband (an award-winning hedge layer) and 

two small daughters don’t mind the wait.  

USefUl iNformatioN

For more details on Natasha’s work go to www.natashaclutterbuck.com or call 01275 

331528. Natasha’s picture Golden Beetroot and Purple Carrot is available to gardens  
illustrated readers as an exclusive print. See page 113 for full details.

“I like the directness and rawness of  
drawing. There’s an honesty to it”
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